Clinical Issue of the Month:  How Can It Work for You?

The Clinical Issue of the Month (CIM) is a new PD initiative by the NZSTA. It is designed as an easily accessible form of PD that can be accessed for low/no cost at your workplace.

How It Works

The CIM is designed to be an easy-access, minimal cost form of PD for members on a range of clinical issues. It will be based on the NZSTA website forum and will be facilitated by a therapist/s with a special interest in a topic.  
The facilitator/s will complete a promotional flyer in advance of the CIM. This will include details of the topic, the facilitator and the plan for the month. The plan for the month can include a range of activities such as journal club, clinical queries, case studies, sharing resources and sharing assessment and therapy approaches. The facilitators may also include activities such as teleconferences (small charge for participants), podcasts (small cost for download) if appropriate.
Members should register their interest in the topic with the Executive Officer (nzsta@speechtherapy.org.nz).  This will place them on a mailing list and they will receive reminders about the upcoming topic and reminders/updates while the topic is live.

The CIM is only available to NZSTA members.

How You Can Use the CIM 
The CIM can be used by individuals at work or at home, but it can also be used by groups of therapists.   The usefulness of the CIM is somewhat dependent on online contribution by members – if you are using it offline (e.g. with colleagues), please also remember to contribute online as online discussion is important for its success.
Different ways you could use the CIM include:

· Check into the forum each morning when you arrive at work

· Block out time each week to contribute to the discussion

· Using the CIM as a topic of discussion at your NZSTA area meeting

· Using the CIM as a framework for discussion with your colleagues at work
